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 City of Miami Springs, Florida 

City Council Meeting 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Monday, March 12, 2018 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chambers at City Hall  

201 Westward Drive, Miami Springs, Florida 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call: The meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 7:05 p.m.  
 
Present were the following:  
 
Mayor Billy Bain 
Vice Mayor Maria Puente Mitchell 
Councilman Bob Best  
Councilwoman Mara Zapata  
Councilman Jaime A. Petralanda  
     
City Manager/Finance Director William Alonso 
City Clerk Erika Gonzalez-Santamaria 
City Attorney Dan Espino 
Assistant City Manager Tammy Romero 
Police Chief Armando Guzman 
City Planner Chris Heid 
 
2. Invocation: Offered by Councilwoman Mitchell 
 

Salute to the Flag: Students from AIE led the Pledge of Allegiance and Salute to 
the Flag 

 
3. Agenda / Order of Business:  
 
Mayor Bain announced that Item 11A is tabled to the next meeting as per the City 
Staff’s request.   

 
4. Awards & Presentations:  
 
 A) Presentation by the Miami-Dade Transportation Planning Organization (TPO) 
Executive Director Aileen Bouclé, present the Strategic Miami Area Rapid Transit (SMART) 
Plan 
 
Aileen Boucle, Executive Director of TPO, provided an oral presentation and a 
PowerPoint presentation on the department’s initiative on the SMART plan.  
Councilwoman Mitchell thanked Ms. Boucle for her presentation and inquired on the 
future transportation roadmap.  Councilman Petralanda inquired whether there is 
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funding for a possible tri-City shuttle that would connect cities that surround Miami 
Springs.  Ms. Boucle took note of the inquiries and answered the Council’s 
questions.  Ms. Boucle further requested the support of the City Council through a 
resolution.  The City Council conceded that a resolution will be presented at the next 
meeting. 
 
 B) Presentation by Alberni, Caballero and Fierman a) Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report (CAFR) for Fiscal Year ending September 30, 2017 and b) 
Communications with those charged with governance report 
 
Enrique Llerena, partner at Alberni Caballero auditors for the City, gave a 
presentation on the on the City’s Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for 
Fiscal Year ending September 30, 2017. Mr. Llerena reviewed the various sections of 
the CAFR. He noted that the Compliance Section includes the reports that are 
required under Generally Accepted Auditing Standards, as well as the Rules of the 
Auditor General of the State of Florida.  They are pleased to report that they did not 
identify any significant deficiencies or material weaknesses in internal control, nor 
did their tests find any instances of non-compliance.  He reported that they did not 
encounter any difficulties in performing or completing the audit; there were no 
disagreements with management and there were no misstatements requiring 
correction as a result of the audit.  He thanked City Manager/Finance Director 
William Alonso, and Staff for their cooperation and assistance throughout the entire 
process. 
 
 C) Presentation by Robin Ramos and Rebecca Perez of Faith’s Place and video 
presentation “Gear-up for Autism”  
 
Mayor Bain introduced Ms. Ramos and Ms. Perez to the podium for their 
presentation on the recent Faith’s Place sporting event. Ms. Ramos briefly explained 
what the organization does and thanked the City for the ongoing support.  She 
introduced her son, Diego Ramos, one of the event’s organizers, who then presented 
a brief video to the Council, on the event that took place at Prince Field. 
      
5. Open Forum:  The following members of the public addressed the City Council:  
Howard Leslie, Cockermouth, England; Diane Burkhart, 480 S. Royal Poinciana Blvd.; 
Genevieve Steffen, 1450 La Baron Drive; Mrs. Rivero508 S. Royal Poinciana Blvd. 

 
6. Approval of Council Minutes: 

 
A) February 26, 2018 – Regular Meeting 
 

Councilwoman Zapata moved to approve the minutes of February 26, 2018.  
Councilman Best seconded the motion, which carried 5-0 on roll call vote.  The vote 
was as follows: Vice Mayor Mitchell, Councilman Best, Councilwoman Zapata, 
Councilman Petralanda and Mayor Bain voting Yes.  
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7. Reports from Boards & Commissions: 
 

A) Update by Chair Ileen Vega from the Education Advisory Board on Education 
Initiatives and the legislative session 

 
Chairwoman Dr. Ileen Vega provided an update on the Education Advisory Board 
and the recent legislative session.  She highlighted the various activities that have 
recently occurred in each public school within the City.  She looks forward to 
continue her work on the Education Advisory Board and providing regular updates 
at Council Meetings. 

 
8. Public Hearings:  
 
 A) Ordinance – First Reading – An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City 
Of Miami Springs, Florida, Approving A Small-Scale Amendment To The City’s 
Comprehensive Plan, Changing The Future Land Map Designation From “Religious 
Institution” To “Single Family [Residential]” Of A Certain ±0.24 Acre Parcel Of Land 
Located At 427 S Esplanade Drive In The City Of Miami Springs; Providing For Transmittal; 
And Providing For An Effective Date 
 
City Attorney Dan Espino read the Ordinance by title and gave a brief introduction on 
the process and requested that the City Council disclose any contact with the 
applicant due to the quasi-judicial matters before them.  There were no disclosures 
made by the Council at this time. 
 
Planning Director Chris Heid provided a brief summary on the applicant’s request. 
Pastor Bill Whiddon, applicant from Miami Springs Baptist Church, provided some 
information on his request for the amendment and the rezoning.   
 
Mayor Bain opened the public hearing.  The following members addressed the City 
Council:  Evelyn Palmeiro, 941 Raven Avenue, Debra Ferrero, 219 Miami Springs 
Avenue, Elizabeth Molina Anderson, 427 Esplanade Drive, Chris Anderson, 427 
Esplanade Drive, Charles Whiddon, 378 Westward Drive, Lorena Whiddon, 378 
Westward Drive, Alvaro and Diane Gutierrez, 830 Wren Avenue, Kenneth Aman, and 
Eglis Rivero. Mayor Bain closed the public hearing. 
 
After some discussion, Councilwoman Zapata moved to approve the Ordinance on 
first reading.  Councilman Best seconded the motion, which carried 5-0 on roll call 
vote.  The vote was as follows: Vice Mayor Mitchell, Councilman Best, 
Councilwoman Zapata, Councilman Petralanda and Mayor Bain voting Yes. 
 
 B) Ordinance – First Reading – An Ordinance Of The City Council Of The City 
Of Miami Springs, Florida, Approving A Rezoning From P-2 Church Use To R-1B Single 
Family Residential Of A Certain ±0.24 Acre Parcel Of Land Located At 427 S Esplanade 
Drive In The City Of Miami Springs; And Providing For An Effective Date 
 
City Attorney Dan Espino read the Ordinance by title.  
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Mayor Bain opened the public hearing. There were no speakers at this time.  The 
Mayor closed the public hearing.     
 
Councilwoman Zapata moved to approve the Ordinance on first reading.  
Councilman Petralanda seconded the motion, which carried 5-0 on roll call vote.  The 
vote was as follows: Vice Mayor Mitchell, Councilman Best, Councilwoman Zapata, 
Councilman Petralanda and Mayor Bain voting Yes. 
 
Mayor Bain recessed the meeting at 9:00 p.m.  He reconvened the meeting at 9:10 
p.m. 
 
9. Consent Agenda: (Funded and/or Budgeted)  
 
 A) Resolution – A Resolution Of The Mayor And The City Council Of The City 
Of Miami Springs, Florida, Approving An Increase Of $5,000.00 To A Purchase Order With 
Pure Beauty Farms, Inc. For The City’s Clubhouse And Golf Club Flowers And Plants For 
An Overall Purchase Order Value Of $15,000.00; Providing For Authorization; Providing 
For Implementation; And Providing For An Effective Date 
 
City Manager William Alonso read the Resolution by title. 
 
Councilman Best moved to approve the Resolution as read.  Councilman Petralanda 
seconded the motion, which carried 5-0 on roll call vote.  The vote was as follows: 
Vice Mayor Mitchell, Councilman Best, Councilwoman Zapata, Councilman 
Petralanda and Mayor Bain voting Yes. 
 
10. Old Business: None at this time. 
 
11. New Business:  
 

A) Resolution – A Resolution Of The Mayor And The City Council Of The City 
Of Miami Springs, Florida, Approving An Amendment To The Country Club Food And 
Beverage Agreement With Amber 18 Holes Services, LLC; Providing For Authorization; 
Providing For Implementation; And Providing For An Effective Date 

 
City Manager William Alonso read the Resolution by title. 
 
After some discussion, Vice Mayor Mitchell moved to extend the reduction of rental 
payments for six months then revisit the matter and evaluate whether to extend the 
reduced rental payments for an additional six months. The motion failed due to lack 
of a second. 
 
Councilman Petralanda moved to approve the Resolution as stated and presented in 
the agenda.  Councilwoman Zapata seconded the motion, which carried 5-0 on roll 
call vote.  The vote was as follows: Vice Mayor Mitchell, Councilman Best, 
Councilwoman Zapata, Councilman Petralanda and Mayor Bain voting Yes. 
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 B)       Resolution – A Resolution Of The City Council Of The City Of Miami Springs 
Providing For The Second Budget Amendment To The Fiscal Year 2017-18 Budget By 
Increasing The General Fund Budget To Fund Litigation Expenses, Citywide Tree-
Trimming Costs, And The Purchase And Installation Of The Cavalier Clock; Providing For 
Intent; Specifying Compliance With Budgetary Processes And Procedures; Providing For 
Implementation; And Providing For An Effective Date 
 
City Manager William Alonso read the Resolution by title and provided information 
on the second budget amendment. 
 
Councilman Best made a motion to approve the Resolution.  Mayor Bain asked what 
the Public Works Director had planned for the $50,000.00 request for the City-wide 
tree trimming.  The City Manager advised that he would gather more information on 
that specific item.  Councilman Best rescinded his motion to approve. 

 
Councilwoman Zapata moved to approve the Resolution without the tree-trimming 
request.  Councilman Petralanda seconded the motion, which carried 5-0 on roll call 
vote.  The vote was as follows: Vice Mayor Mitchell, Councilman Best, 
Councilwoman Zapata, Councilman Petralanda and Mayor Bain voting Yes. 

 
 C)      Resolution – A Resolution Of The Mayor And The City Council Of The City 
Of Miami Springs, Florida, Approving A Contract For Administration Of The Police 
Sergeants’ Promotional Testing Process In An Amount Not To Exceed $7,950.00 Between 
The City Of Miami Springs And Miami-Dade College’s School Of Justice Assessment 
Center; Waiving Competitive Bidding Procedures; Providing For Authorization; Providing 
For Implementation; And Providing For An Effective Date 
 
City Manager William Alonso read the Resolution by title. 
 
Councilwoman Zapata moved to approve the Resolution as presented.  Councilman 
Petralanda seconded the motion, which carried 5-0 on roll call vote.  The vote was as 
follows: Vice Mayor Mitchell, Councilman Best, Councilwoman Zapata, Councilman 
Petralanda and Mayor Bain voting Yes. 

 
 D) Discussion on setting a date of election for annexation ballot question 
 
After some brief discussion, Councilwoman Best made a motion to conduct a City 
Special Election on November 6, 2018 during the County General Election.  Vice 
Mayor Mitchell seconded the motion, which carried 5-0 on roll call vote.  The vote 
was as follows: Vice Mayor Mitchell, Councilman Best, Councilwoman Zapata, 
Councilman Petralanda and Mayor Bain voting Yes. 
 
 E)       Discussion on proposed project to convert South Royal Poinciana to one lane 
in each direction 
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City Manager William Alonso read the staff memo for the record.    This item was 
heard earlier in the agenda after item 8B.  Evelyn Palmeiro, 941 Raven Avenue, Nery 
Owens, 169 Corydon Drive, Constantino Hernandez, and Diane Burkhart, 480 S. 
Royal Poinciana Boulevard, addressed the Council.   
 
Discussion ensued on the various options provided by Staff, it was the general 
consensus of the City Council to have City Staff look into the remaining CITT monies 
in order to possibly funding a traffic study.  No further action was taken at this time. 
 

F) Appointment of Representative and alternate Representative to the Miami-
Dade County League of Cities 

 
Councilman Best made a motion to leave the same appointment as the last time 
(Councilwoman Mara Zapata as Director and Councilwoman Maria Mitchell as 
Alternate).  Councilman Petralanda seconded the motion, which carried 5-0 on roll 
call vote.  The vote was as follows: Vice Mayor Mitchell, Councilman Best, 
Councilwoman Zapata, Councilman Petralanda and Mayor Bain voting Yes. 

 
G) Recommendation from the Parks and Parkways Advisory Board for the 

nomination of the Yard of the Month awards for April, May, and June  
 

Councilwoman Zapata approved the recommendations of the board.  Vice Mayor 
Mitchell seconded the motion, which carried 5-0 on roll call vote.  The vote was as 
follows: Vice Mayor Mitchell, Councilman Best, Councilwoman Zapata, Councilman 
Petralanda and Mayor Bain voting Yes. 
 
12. Other Business: 
 
 A)  Vote of Confidence for the City Clerk as Required by Section 8.01 (1) of the 
City Charter   
 
Vice Mayor Mitchell moved to give a vote of confidence to the City Clerk.  
Councilwoman Zapata seconded the motion, which carried 5-0 on roll call vote.  The 
vote was as follows: Vice Mayor Mitchell, Councilman Best, Councilwoman Zapata, 
Councilman Petralanda and Mayor Bain voting Yes. 
 
 B) Vote of Confidence for the City Attorney as Required by Section 8.01 (1) of 
the City Charter  
 
Vice Mayor Mitchell to give a vote of confidence to the City Attorney.  Councilman 
Best seconded the motion, which carried 5-0 on roll call vote.  The vote was as 
follows: Vice Mayor Mitchell, Councilman Best, Councilwoman Zapata, Councilman 
Petralanda and Mayor Bain voting Yes. 
 

 13. Reports & Recommendations: 
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A) City Attorney  
 
City Attorney had no report at this time. 
 

B) City Manager 
 
City Assistant Manager Tammy Romero provided reminders for upcoming events such as 
the Golf Tournament, an Active Shooter presentation by Chief Guzman at the Masonic 
Lodge, Congressman Diaz-Balart monthly visit at City Hall, Drivers’ License services and 
the Easter egg hunt on March 24th. 
 

C) City Council 
 
Councilman Best appointed two members to the Board of Adjustment, he announced that 
he was appointing Dr. Bill Tallman and his alternate would be Constance Bradenburg.  He 
said that his brother-in-law is visiting and spoke tonight and spoke favorably on the SPIN 
bile program.  He thanked Mark Johnson for covering for him during opening day of little 
league.   
 
Vice Mayor Mitchell gave her condolences to Councilman Best for the loss of his father-in-
law and her congratulations on the marriage of his daughter. She also expressed that she 
enjoyed the feedback from Councilman Best’s brother-in-law on the SPIN program, she 
stated it is a great way to get ideas on how to improve the program.  The Vice Mayor also 
thanked Councilman Best because she was able to throw the first pitch on opening day. 
She thanked all those that participated in the production and success of little league 
opening day.  She attended the Fine Arts Festival over the weekend, it was the inaugural 
event and hopefully the next one will be bigger and attract a larger crowd.  She reminded 
everyone that Hurricane season is quickly approaching and hopes that the City will begin 
preparations early.  
 
Councilman Petralanda had no report at this time. 
 
Councilwoman Zapata attended the Arts Festival as well over the weekend.  She was 
concerned that the Festival was competing with larger events happening that same 
weekend.  Councilwoman Zapata hopes that the next Art Festival will be a bigger success 
and looks forward to the event next year.  She also announced that she will not be at the 
next Council Meeting, March 26th.   
 
Mayor Bain attended the Arts Festival as well; he mentioned that it was a private entity that 
put on the festival not the City.  He said while he was at the event he visited several of the 
vendors and they were not thrilled, but rather disappointed that there was a low turnout, 
and they mentioned they will not return next year.  He said it was quite disheartening to 
hear that it was unsuccessful, but the private organizer somewhat failed the City and did 
not come through as he said. 
 
14. Adjourn 
 
There being no further business to be discussed the meeting was adjourned at 10:35 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
           
Erika Gonzalez-Santamaria, MMC 
City Clerk 
 
Adopted by the City Council on 
This 26th day of March, 2018. 
 
 
           
Billy Bain, Mayor 
 
PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTES 286.0105, THE CITY HEREBY ADVISES THE PUBLIC THAT IF A PERSON DECIDES TO APPEAL ANY DECISION 
MADE BY THIS COUNCIL WITH RESPECT TO ANY MATTER CONSIDERED AT ITS MEETING OR HEARING, HE OR SHE WILL NEED A RECORD OF 
THE PROCEEDINGS, AND THAT FOR SUCH PURPOSE, THE AFFECTED PERSON MAY NEED TO ENSURE THAT VERBATIM RECORD OF THE 
PROCEECING IS MADE, WHICH RECORD INCLUDES THE TESTIMONY AND EVIDENCE UPON WHICH THE APPEAL IS TO BE BASED THIS NOTICE 
DOES NOT CONSTITUTE CONSENT BY THE CITY FOR THE INTRODUCTION OR ADMISSION OF OTHERWISE INADMISSIBLE OR IRRELEVANT 
EVIDENCE, NOR DOES IT AUTHORIZE CHALLENGES OR APPEALS NOT OTHERWISE ALLOWED BY LAW. 


	City of Miami Springs, Florida
	There being no further business to be discussed the meeting was adjourned at 10:35 p.m.

